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Happenings
9/11 AWARD NOMINEES; 
LECTURES

Nominees for the ‘Point’s 9/11 
Selfl ess Community Service 
Award are being received by 
Jack Trautwein (P.J.), 1704 
Lancaster Street. Deadline, Aug. 
10. The Award Service will be 
on the Square, Sept. 1 at 7:30 
PM. Last year’s winner was 
Jacquiline Greff of The ‘Pointer 
and myriad endeavora.

P.J.’s lectures, “Secrets of a 
Seaport,” continue on June 19 
and 26, and a new series will 
begin July 17 and run every 
Monday and Wednesday at 
7:30PM for three weeks at 
the Preservation Society’s 
Conference Room. Admission is 
free, supplemental materials $10.

PJ’S FATHER DIES AT 97

Charles G. Trautwein Sr., father 
of PJ, died on April 18 at 97. 
He lived at the family’s home in 
Lauraville but was beloved in 
Fell’s Point as the affable clerk 
of his son’s Christmas shop on 
Lancaster Street. “He was a 
natural salesman,” the younger 
Trautwein told the Sun. Earlier he 
repaired oil burners and serviced 
those on tugs based at Rec Pier.

CORRECTIONS IN MAY ISSUE

• The ‘Pointer misspelled the 
fi rst name of the artist who 
drew the picture of the late 
Michael Sibert. She is Darla 
Luke, of the Art Gallery.

• Although The Preservation 
Society is campaigning to 
save buildings in the St. 
Stan’s complex, it is not a 
party in the lawsuit between 
former parishioners and 
the Franciscans who own 
the property. The judicial 
ruling not to dismiss the 
parishioners’ suit is a result 
of efforts by Mike Sarnecki 
and Ed Rybzcinski, according 
to Dan Kuc, who is an ex-
parishioner and a member of 
the Society.

1900 FLEET ST. BLOCK PARTY

On Saturday, June 17, from 
11AM to 6PM, the fl eet’s in on 
Fleet Street between Wolfe and 
Washington. Fun and games, 
food, drink and karaoke. Artists 
and craftspeople. The event 
is free, sponsored by area 
businesses, with a portion of 
sales to go toward planters, 
fl ags, and plants for the block. 
For more data, call Tom Rivers, 
Ale Mary’s, 410.276.2044.

LATINOFEST IN PATTERSON 

The Hispanic arts and culture 
festival in Patterson Park on 
June 24-5 features live salsa, 
merengue, bachata, cumbia, 
reggaeton and mariachi, a 
tango demonstration and dance 
contest. The headliner: at 
8:30PM on Saturday, “El Judio 
Maravilloso,” Larry Harlow, 
and his New Latin Legends 
Band. Saturday noon-10PM, 
Sunday noon-9PM at Eastern 
and S. Linwood Avenues. 
Admission $5, children free. To 
benefi t Education Based Latino 
Outreach’s educational, arts 
and cultural programs offered 
free to the Hispanic community 
of Baltimore, www.eblo.org. 
410.783.5404, 606 S. Ann Street.
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Fear, intimidation, and abuse of power. No citizen 
should have to live under these conditions. How-
ever, many people in the Southeast Police district 
believe that Baltimore City police do not provide 
enough security for citizens to feel confi dent in 
those that are paid to protect them.

I am a victim of a serious crime in Fell’s Point. 
Eight months ago, while at a friend’s home watch-
ing a movie, we found ourselves at the mercy of 
three armed intruders. As we sat for nearly an 
hour, following commands of the perpetrators, I 
felt those would be the fi nal moments of my life. 
Weapons were put to our foreheads, our bank ac-
counts were rifl ed and personal belongings seized. 
One of my friends was seriously injured and the 
resident was tied up before the trio left. I managed 
to escape and call 911.

When I returned to the scene with the police, it 
was hard to accept what happened. I wanted the 
comfort of knowing the offi  cers would be sincere 
in their investigation, but we were questioned as 
if we were the ones responsible for the crime. At 
no time was I given a name or number with which 
to maintain contact. An ambulance came for our 
friend and later as we sat in the hospital await-
ing word on his condition, a nurse dialed 911 to 
re-report the incident. I fi gured the second time 
around would bring more cooperation, but the 
attitude the offi  cer exuded at the hospital only 
evoked additional anger from us victims.

Th is had a tremendous impact on my life and I felt 
that the only people who cared were neighbors, 
friends, and family. I found myself not trusting 
others and felt helpless should my life be in danger 
again. Eventually, two suspects were caught. In the 
process of bringing charges against them, I had the 
opportunity to visit the Southeast Police station. 

Soon at the trial I hope to learn the outcome of this 
encounter that drastically altered my look on life.

I want no one else to experience what my friends 
and I did. Unfortunately, others do. While attend-
ing a small community meeting with neighbor-
hood liaison Offi  cer Melvin Penn on May 15, I 
met others who share my concerns with safety, 
crime and police response. One woman vented the 
frustrations of her 911 calls not being answered 
or taken seriously; a man felt threatened should 
he report the repeated misconduct exhibited by 
patrons of a nearby bar; another questioned the 
appropriate steps to take prior to an offi  cer’s arrival 
on the scene.

Residents professing similar concerns face a harsh 
reality: Baltimore does not have an adequate 
number of offi  cers to deal with the needs of our 
citizens. I have learned that calls for help are 
ranked—i.e. that testing for evidence in a home 
invasion must take the back seat to testing a 
murder weapon because not enough people are de-

Police Response to Armed Intrusion Adds to Victims’ Fears
By George Zokle

THE PROMENADER

70 Cover the Waterfront, by Foot and Boat
By Marty B. King

Despite overcast skies and gusty winds, more than 
70 Promenade enthusiasts gathered at Harbor Point 
on Sunday, May 21, for a progress report on our be-
loved walkway. An impressive squad of experts was 
on hand to guide us: Carolyn Boitnott and David 
Benn, cochairs of the Waterfront Promenade Part-
nership; Bob Quilter of the City’s Planning Depart-
ment; Phil Lee of the Baltimore Harbor Watershed 
Association; John Kellett of Living Classrooms, and 
Lew Diuguid, a member of the Partnership and As-
sociation and editor of the ‘Pointer.

Boitnott distributed copies of a new full-color 
brochure, “Baltimore’s Waterfront Promenade” 
with a map showing the completed trail, temporary 
bypasses of unfi nished parts, points of interest, 
and walking distances between them. After be-
ing provided with bottled water and trail mix and 
watching the cloud cover magically disappear, three 
subgroups started east on the Promenade. Following 
is a sampling of information shared by our guides:

*  Construction of the fi rst building on Harbor 
Point will begin this summer. Plans include 11 

acres of open space, including streets, a Prome-
nade/bike path along the water’s edge, and a park.

*  Frederick Douglass-Isaac Myers Maritime Park 
will open June 28. Th e surrounding plaza, which 
blends in with the Promenade, will be open to 
the public, off ering views of the river and the 
handsome Park buildings.

*  Th e undeveloped Jackson’s Wharf site just to the 
east is not expected to be built on for a few years. 
(Th e Promenade there, built with City funds, was 
just completed but already is closed for repairs.)

* Work is to start soon on redevelopment of 
Recreation Pier. In conjunction with that, the 
sidewalk along Th ames between Broadway and 
Ann will be widened consistent with other parts 
of the Promenade.

* Townhouses to be built on the parking lot north 
of Henderson’s Wharf have been approved. Th e 
adjacent 260-unit Crescent at Fells Point and 
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They squalk like ducks,        
    they gawk like ducks,   
       they must be ducks!

CAVACOS



thanks!
Printing cost for this 

month’s newsletter was 
generously donated by 

John Steven Ltd.
and Henderson’s Wharf
…and by contributions 

from our readers.
Design and layout 

contributed by Doyle 
Communications

Schedules
Garbage Bags Are No
Longer Allowed

TRASH

Place trash outside in cans 
or after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. All Trash must go 
in cans!

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Douglass Place: Third 
Wednesday of every other 
month at the Polish National 
Alliance, 1637 Eastern Avenue, 
(410) 563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ 
Association: Call 410.675.4776.

Fell’s Point Community 
Organization: Second Mondays, 
7PM, Fell’s Point Visitor Center, 
(410) 276-5471.

The Fell’s Point Development 
Corp. Board meets at 8AM 
on fi rst Tuesdays at True 
Restaurant. On third Tuesdays, 
the Board meets at 8AM in Tea-
ology, 1705 Eastern Avenue, 
followed by an Open Business 
Forum at 9AM, also in Tea-
ology, with all business owners 
welcome.

Fell’s Point Homeowners’ 
Association: First Wednesdays, 
7PM, Bertha’s 2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: 
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor 
Center, 410.675.6750 ext 10.

Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: 
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is 
published monthly by 
volunteers of Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and 
participation in patrols 
and this newsletter 
are welcome. E-mail 
fpcop@verizon.net. 
Online www.fpcop.com. 
Write to P.O. Box 6137, 
Baltimore, MD 21231

NEEDED: Neighborhood 
Association Involvement 
City Police have requested 
regular meetings with the 

community regarding police 
involvement issues and forums. 

We need neighborhood 
association involvement to 

make that happen. To “donate” 
one of your regular monthly 

meetings to this important cause, 
please email Colleen Doering at 

dcdoyle@erols.com.

presumably its portion of the Promenade are to 
open this summer.

* Mixed-use development of Union Wharf next 
door is to begin this summer and the Prom-
enade is already underway. A foot bridge con-
necting Union Wharf and Th ames Point should 
be complete early next year.

* Th e Promenade beside the Th ames Point Apart-
ments is now open, and wider access is provided 
on the Osiris section.

* Th e Captain James/North Shore connector 
at last is accessible to Promenaders. Several 
participants objected to gates on the Promenade 
around the 20 North Shore pier houses, even 
though the gates are unlocked.

* A trash intercepter has been installed at Harris 
Creek next to the small park on Boston Street. 

Its four huge nets have to be emptied frequently, 
dramatically demonstrating how much trash 
fl ows into the Patapsco and eventually the Ches-
apeake Bay after rains fl ush the storm sewers. 
BHWA’s goal is for the river to be clean enough 
to swim and fi sh in safely by 2020.

Th e Promenaders then boarded a harbor cruise, 
donated by the Clipper City, and a supper thanks 
to McCormick and Schmick and One-eyed Mike. 
Th e Clipper then put us ashore on its maiden visit 
to the ancient Chase’s Wharf by Harbor Point.

With so many sections of the unique Promenade 
coming on board, attendees left with renewed 
optimism that it will soon be complete and its 
maintenance assured. To add to our excitement, 
we learned that the original goal of 7 miles of 
public access to the river’s edge may be extended 
on the south shore from the Museum of Industry 
to include Tide Point and Fort McHenry.

POINT’S PRIME CHARACTERS-X

Politics Took on Tang of Salt With Bunker at Helm
By Mark Walker

In 1987, ex-sailor Steve Bunker, the shop owner 
for romantic landlubbers, plunged into Fell’s Point 
politics. Th e Owners, Renters, and Residents 
Association had scolded the city’s liquor, health, 
and housing inspectors into a crackdown on local 
hangouts. He and a like-minded crowd seized the 
fl oor at its next meeting and, constituting a major-
ity, took over the organization. Th at split it, and he 
became president of the rival Fell’s Point Commu-
nity Organization, which has yet to reconcile with 
ORRA. Th at group has reappeared as the Hom-
eowners’ Association, as it remains.

Bunker also belonged to the Preservation Society 
and Business Owners’ Association (now Develop-
ment Corp.) and was president of the Friends of 
President Street Station. Being a Civil War buff , he 
often participated in reenactments and he marched 
down President Street in costume to announce the 
opening of the Civil War Museum there almost a 
decade ago. He clearly approved of civic endeavor 
but his terms for it were not everyone’s. In an 
interview with the Sun he said, “Th ey need to keep 
[Fell’s Point] a place where people like me can ar-
rive in town from some other place, with another 
life, and perhaps some failure in his life, and he 
can get a second chance, start a business—and 
become president of the business association and 
build a life.”

When the ex-car barn that housed Bunker’s store 
on Th ames Street changed hands in 1989, he and 
Sharon Bondroff , his friend and partner, relocated 
around the Promenade on Ann Street Wharf—
etching a ship’s compass in the cement at the entry 
of what now is Bonapart’s Bakery. He became 
disenchanted with Fell’s Point’s gentrifi cation, 
which he fought: “Every two-bit hustler… was 
coming to town with a grand scheme of building 
a condo tower on the waterfront. We gained some 
notable victories.” In 1999, he closed his shop and 
moved to his farm in Gray, Maine, with its 18th 
century house and nautical shop in the barn and a 
website—www.chinaseatrading.com. Occasionally, 
on a rip tide, he returns to Fell’s Point, perhaps 
with an artifact for the Preservation Society. He’s 
too young yet to call him the ancient mariner, but 
there is that look about him.

Cross Hairs Or Cross Walks
An elderly resident given to perambulation complained to The ‘Pointer that what with Ducks, Segways and RV drivers 
absorbed with their cellphones, he feels he has become a target while attempting to cross his neighborhood’s 
venerable streets. Intersections with marked cross walks are as rare as Formstone fronts, he said, raising a question: 
should the City be asked to paint paths on principal corners, including the Belgian Block intersections of Thames, 
Ann and Fell, for instance? Indeed, can the paint be found that clings to the stone? Get in on it.

ployed for both. Of course, the loss of life should 
supersede incidents of lesser severity. But what if 
you feel your life is in danger but police do not?

Penn listened sympathetically and provided us 
with the channels to address further concerns. 
Residents in Fells Point, Canton, Brewers Hill, 
and Little Italy belong to Sector 1 of three in the 
Southeast Police District. Major Michael Kund-
rat is chief and holds Southeastern Community 
Relations Council meetings the fi rst Monday 
of every month at 7PM in the District Station. 

Many complaints are voiced at these meetings 
that must be responded to by the police district 
prior to the next gathering. Key emails are Mi-
chael.Kundrat@baltimorepolice.org and Melvin.
Penn@baltimorepolice.org,

Neighborhood watch groups including Citizens on 
Patrol are in dire need of activists. Th e importance 
of citizens following the proper channels of com-
munication, cooperating with available offi  cers for 
greater accountability, and recognizing the respon-
sibility to maintain our civic duties is clear.

Photo by John Blowers
Steve Bunker warmed Halloweens. 

THE PROMENADER STEPS OUT  continued from page 1

POLICE RESPONSE…  continued from page 1

Penn Selling Os Tickets: Officer Penn is selling Orioles tickets to support police youth programs through nonprofit 
Buddies’ Inc. Buddies Night Out is June 28, at 7:05PM,, Os vs Phillies. For tickets to this game or others, call 410.404.7361.


